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Letter from the Executive Board 

 

Greetings, delegates! It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to the Lok Sabha at 

Oakridge Model United Nations 2022! 

This guide exists solely, as the name states, to give you some basic information about the 

agenda. This cannot suffice as your only source of information. Delegates will need to scratch 

far beyond the surface as the agendas that have been presented to you are quite gargantuan in 

nature. We would still recommend that you are thorough with the content in the guide, as it 

acts as a springboard for further research. For the purpose of this committee, we hope that 

every delegate reads adequately about their portfolio and their political stance. We also would 

like to remind the delegates that there is no fixed political stance for anyone and we can see 

that more prevalently now more than ever. Political alliances are being made up from thin air 

and ideologies are being amended to suit certain purposes.  

The agendas may seem complex but be assured that with a peripheral amount of time and a lot 

of research, the agenda will be as simple as putting a pen to paper. Extensive research will help 

you take the committee in the right direction, it will prevent debate from getting rancid. The 

executive board will not interfere substantially at any time unless necessary.  

As EB members, we are very particular with research. We have previously stressed about the 

need for an ample amount of research and expect delegates to be familiar with all that is needed 

to produce fruitful debate. We also expect delegates to embody the nation that they are 

representing and to have not a single discrepancy with regard to their actions in committee, 

and what the nation that they are representing would do if presented with a similar situation.  

If you are a first timer, we would like to reiterate what we were saying before - research 

goes a long way. MUNs can be a great learning experience and we will do our best to make 

sure you have an amazing time and experience.  

We look forward to interact with you! 

Warmth, 

Kartheek Vegesana    (Speaker)  

Tanish Neeraj             (Deputy Speaker)  
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ABOUT THE COMMITTEE 

The Lok Sabha or House of the People is the lower house of the Parliament of India. The Lok 

Sabha meets in the Lok Sabha Chambers, Sansad Bhavan, Sansad Marg, New Delhi. Lok Sabha 

is composed of representatives of the people chosen by direct election on the basis of adult 

suffrage. The maximum strength of the House envisaged by the Constitution of India is 552. 

The total elective membership is distributed among the States in such a way that the ratio 

between the number of seats allotted to each State and the population of the State is, so far as 

practicable, the same for all States. Lok Sabha, unless sooner dissolved, continues for five years 

from the date appointed for its first meeting and the expiration of the period of five years 

operates as dissolution of the House. However, while a proclamation of emergency is in 

operation, this period may be extended. 

 

RULES OF PROCEDURE AND ROLE OF A DELEGATE 

ROLE OF A DELEGATE 

The role of delegates at the conference will be to step into the boots of a Member of Parliament 

of the Lok Sabha. The members of parliament are elected representatives belonging to various 

parties of India who represent their own particular constituency. Hence, it is upon them to make 

sure that the committee takes in consideration their party views and ideologies and represent 

their respective constituencies in the Parliament. They may do so using speeches and protests. 

The members are entrusted with the responsibility of guiding the debate with reference to the 

designations that they’ve been allotted. With regards to that, you will debate the topic from the 

view of the portfolio assigned to you, and party ideologies, as long as you are consistent in 

your approach. The goal of this committee is to produce a resolution and construct an advisory 

opinion in as much detail as possible based on the conclusions you have reached in the debate 

on the topic. 

 

Rules of Procedure 

1. SEATING OF THE PARLIAMENTARY MEMBERS: 

• Ruling party to sit on the right side of the chair. 

• Opposition and other alliances to sit on the left side of the chair 

 

2. PROCEDURE 



The following procedure shall take its course of the Committee. 

a) Statements from the members of the house 

b) Discussion Hour 

c) Question Hour 

d) Introduction of press release 

e) Reading of Bills 

f) Voting 

 

3. STATEMENTS FROM THE HOUSE: 

After establishing a quorum, the speaker will ask for statements from the members. A total of 

8 members (4 each from government and opposition) are given time on the floor to make 

statements. 

The leader of the house is the default first speaker and the leader of the opposition is the default 

last speaker. However they may pass on their chance to speak to whoever they wish to. 

The other 6 speakers are chosen on the discretion of the chair when the MPs are asked for 

statements. 

• The maximum time allowed to make statements is two minutes. 

• Agendas for discussion hours are allowed to be sent once the first two speakers have given 

their statements. 

 

4. DISCUSSION HOUR 

A discussion hour is the time allotted (maximum half hours) for the discussion on sub-agenda, 

which the members feel should be discussed in front of the house. The total time of all the 

discussion shall be an hour. 

•All agendas for discussion hour are supposed to be sent prior to the commencement of 

discussion hour. 

•The process of putting up agendas for a discussion is in writing and follows the given format: 

1. Name of the constituency and MP/Minister 

2. Topic of the discussion 

3. Total Duration (not to exceed 30 minutes) 

4. Individual Speaker Time (not to exceed 60 seconds) 

 

•On receiving the agenda, the speaker will ask for seconds. An agenda requires 1/3rd support 

of the house to enable it to be put to vote. 



•On receiving required seconds the chairperson will put the agenda to vote and the result is 

decided by a simple majority of placard vote. 

•An extension to a discussion hour may be obtained if the total time does not exceed 30 

minutes. 

 

5. QUESTION HOUR 

It is the one hour after the discussion hour where the members of the house are free to ask 

questions to each other on matters pertaining to agenda or on a national emergency provided 

that such a question is sent in writing to the said member via the speaker and with his due 

approval before the commencement of question hour. 

• The question has been defined as an instrument by which a member can elicit information on 

any matter of public importance. 

1. Starred Questions: Meant for oral answers 

2. Unstarred Questions: Meant for written answers 

• The sender MP is allowed to ask a supplementary question, with the permission of the 

Chairperson, after the reply is obtained from the Minister concerned for starred questions. 

• The chit on which the question is sent has to be properly marked/written as Starred or 

Unstarred to be in proper format. 

• Any Starred question may be changed to unstarred on the discretion of the chair. The chair 

shall notify the sender of the same. 

• Answers to Unstarred questions are mandatory and have to be sent to the recipient MP via 

the chairperson before the end of question hour. 

• Not more than two starred questions are allowed to be asked to a member. In case a particular 

MP has already received his quota of two starred questions then the chairperson shall change 

the further incoming starred questions as unstarred and notify the sender MP of the same. 

• Similarly not more than twenty (20) unstarred questions are allowed to be asked to a member. 

In case 20 unstarred questions have already been sent to a particular MP the chairperson shall 

return the question to its sender. 

• The right to ask a question is governed by the following conditions: It shall not contain 

arguments, inferences, ironical expressions, Imputations, epithets or defamatory statements.  

 

6. ADJOURNMENT MOTION (OPTIONAL) 

Any matter which is of urgent importance and which is so grave that it affects their interest and 

safety of the country can be raised through an adjournment motion. 



In order that the adjournment motion be admitted it must be: 1.Related to a single specific 

issue; 

2. Urgent; 

3. And of Public Importance 

 

7. NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION (OPTIONAL) 

• There is an express constitutional provision which lays down that the Council of Ministers 

will be responsible to the Lok Sabha. 

• In a parliamentary democracy, it means that the Ministers hold their offices so long as they 

enjoy the confidence of the Lok Sabha. The moment the Lok Sabha expresses its no-confidence 

in the Ministry the Prime Minister and his/her Ministers have to leave. Thus the Prime Minister 

and his/her Council of Ministers are collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha. 

 

 • The member who wishes to raise this particular motion shall take proper permission before 

raising this motion. 

• On receiving the agenda, the speaker will ask for support. For this motion to pass it shall 

require an affirmative vote of 1/3rd member. 

• The Chairperson in this motion shall allow every question necessary to determine the decision 

of the House on the motion. 

• The chairperson will allot a specific time period for speeches and will allow as many speakers 

as possible in this particular motion. 

• After the members have spoken on the motion, the Prime Minister gives a reply to the charges 

levelled against his/her government. The mover of the motion has the right to reply. • When 

the chairperson feels there has been sufficient debate on the question he shall put forward the 

motion to vote. 

 

ROP - 

1. Permission to raise the motion: An MP at any time can raise his/her placard and seek 

permission from the chair to raise a motion. 

2. Points or Privileges: These privileges in the form of permission or points are allowed at all 

times when a speaker is not speaking or immediately after the speaker has finished speaking. 

● POINT OF INQUIRY: Enquiry about parliamentary procedures and conduct to the chair. 

● POINT OF ORDER: This may be introduced in order to complain in case of any fault in 

parliamentary procedure and can also be used in case of a factual inaccuracy. 



● RIGHT TO REPLY: If a particular member present feels that a grave (or false) statement has 

been made by others towards that member, he/she may privilege the right of reply with the 

permission of the chair. 

● POINT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE: This may be used in order to remove personal 

discomfort. 

● POINT OF INFORMATION: This may be used to put up questions on a member’s statement. 

(Not to be used during committee session for the benefit of debate) 

3. Guillotine: It means putting to the vote of the house all outstanding questions relating to the 

business on hand by the speaker on the expiry of the time allotted for the discussion of such 

business. Guillotine is a form of closure, but unlike closure it is applied straightway by the 

Speaker without any motion. 

4. Closure: At any time during the discussion of a motion a member can move for closure 

which brings the debate to a close. 

The motion that, “The question be now put" is put by the Speaker. If the motion is carried, the 

matter is immediately decided without any further debate. 

5. Papers Laid on the Table: It means the papers or documents laid on the Table of the House 

for the purpose of bringing them on the record of the House. Papers can be laid on the Table 

by a Minister or by a Private member or by the Secretary-General with the permission of the 

Speaker. 

6. Parliamentary Privileges: It means the powers other than legislative, possessed by both the 

Houses and their members. Without these privileges the members cannot discharge their 

functions. Examples of freedom of speech and freedom from arrest during sessions. 

  



ABOUT THE AGENDA 

 

Privacy 

 

To begin, we have to ask the question, what is Privacy? According to the Privacy International, 

an international organisation trying to fight for privacy rights and stop governments from 

exploiting the personal data of its citizens, “Privacy is a fundamental right, essential to 

autonomy and the protection of human dignity, serving as the foundation upon which 

many other human rights are built”. 1 

It can also be defined as the protection of personal data. Violation of the right to privacy can 

have severe ramifications in a person's liberty. Privacy can come under Trespass to person 

because declining someone privacy rights can lead to a direct and an indirect invasion of one's 

liberty. Usually, with other forms of tort or crimes, the transgressor or the exploiter is usually 

known. With privacy, we never know who or what can breach our privacy. We can be subject 

to a number of surveillances that we are not informed of. 

 Secret surveillance by our governments and its lack of accountability, poses a massive risk to 

the liberty of citizens. This directly violates the right to liberty and in extension can constitute 

Trespass to person. Privacy online is at huge at huge risk because even with safeguards put in 

place there is still some intentional data gathering which is sold to make money.  

 

Data Protection Bill  

 

India's proposed data protection law has been a long time in the making. In 2018, a committee 

of experts constituted by the Indian government issued a first draft of a proposed law on data 

protection. In late 2019, a revised version of the draft, titled the Personal Data Protection Bill, 

2019 (the "PDPB"), was introduced in the Indian Parliament. The PDPB was dogged by 

controversies, especially on exemptions that were afforded to government agencies, the 

treatment of anonymised data, data localisation requirements, and regulated cross-border 

transfers. For a deeper examination of the proposed law, the draft was referred to a Joint 

Parliamentary Committee that comprised of members of both Houses of the Parliament 

("Committee").  

 
1 Privacy international website  



On December 16, 2021, the Committee finally presented the "Report of the Joint Committee 

on the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019" (referred to as the "Report") to the Parliament. The 

Report substantially consists of the Committee's overarching recommendations on the PDPB 

and a revised draft of the PDPB. Now referred to as the Data Protection Bill, 2021 (hereafter, 

the "Bill"), the updated draft law contains the spirit of its predecessor – that is, it seeks to protect 

the digital privacy of citizens and create a relationship of trust between individuals and entities 

processing their data – but also goes several steps further. 

 

The Bill regulates "data fiduciaries" and "data processors". A "data fiduciary", much like a 

data controller under the GDPR, is any person who, either alone or with others, determines the 

purpose and means of processing personal data. A "data processor" is any person who 

processes personal data on behalf of a data fiduciary. A "data principal" is the natural person 

to whom personal data relates. The Bill establishes the Data Protection Authority of India 

("Authority") to oversee and regulate processing of data.  

 

The Authority has the power to create sub-categories of data fiduciaries called "significant 

data fiduciaries", depending on the volume of personal data processed, sensitivity of such 

data, risk of harm posed by the processing, and the turnover of the data fiduciary. Significant 

data fiduciaries are subject to enhanced obligations under the Bill and are required to register 

themselves with the Authority.  

 

Questions to be answered  

 

1. Where is the government lacking in this legislation?  

2. What are the shortcomings?  

3. How does it compare to GDPR? 

4. Why are different political parties reacting to the bill differently?  

5. Ways to tighten the legislation?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Further reading  

 

https://prsindia.org/billtrack/the-personal-data-protection-bill-2019 

http://164.100.47.4/BillsTexts/LSBillTexts/Asintroduced/373_2019_LS_Eng.pdf  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWJVyM09XUI (for ease of understanding)  
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