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INTERPOL 
 

Agenda: “Tackling the growing frequency of drug trade in Latin 
America” 

 
 
Introduction to INTERPOL 
The International Criminal Police Organization, commonly known as 
Interpol is an international organization that facilitates worldwide 
police cooperation and crime control. Originally created in 1923 as the 
International Criminal Police Commission, the agency was in decline 
until the end of the Second World War.  
 
Consisting of 195 member countries, INTERPOL connects police 
networks all across the globe to collaborate and enhance the 
procedure and prosecution of criminal cases. It is made up of a General 
Assembly, which meets once every year. The main points of 
communication between the Secretariat across all nations are through 
the INTERPOL National Central Bureau (NCB). Headquartered in Lyon, 
France, it is the only police organization that spans the entire globe.  
 
INTERPOL provides investigative support, expertise, and training to law 
enforcement worldwide, focusing on three major areas of transnational 
crime: terrorism, cybercrime, and organized crime. Its broad mandate 
covers virtually every kind of crime, including crimes against humanity, 
child pornography, drug trafficking and production, political corruption, 
intellectual property infringement, and white-collar crime. The agency 
also facilitates cooperation among national law enforcement 
institutions through criminal databases and communications networks. 
Contrary to popular belief, INTERPOL is itself not a law enforcement 
agency. 
 
Introduction to the Agenda 
Drug abuse is a matter of international concern. Over the past year, 
around 275 million people used drugs globally. Compared to 2010, the 



 

number of users increased by 22%, and is projected to increase by 
another 11% by 2030. In 2019, Latin American countries accounted for 
approximately 35% of the global drug-using population, with Brazil and 
Argentina representing a majority of that number. However, drug 
abuse is not the most prevalent drug-related problem in Latin America. 
According to the United Nations, in 2012, coca cultivation increased in 
Colombia and Peru by 3 and 5 per cent respectively, while in Bolivia 
cultivation decreased by 12 per cent. The illegal production, trade and 
export of drugs, namely cocaine and cannabis, to the United States and 
Europe is highly concerning.  
 
Cannabis is the most common psychoactive substance used under 
international control. In 2017, there were an estimated 188 million users 
of cannabis, corresponding to 3.8% of the global population of ages 15-
64.  There is an increasing demand for treatment for cannabis use 
disorders and associated health conditions in high- and middle-income 
countries, and there has been increased attention to the public health 
aspects of cannabis use and related disorders in international drug 
policy dialogues. Countries, such as Uruguay, have introduced partial 
legalization of cannabis under clear regulation, for instance allowing 
pharmacies to sell cannabis, aiming to reduce the illegal market, raise 
revenue through taxation and establishing the capacity of the 
government to regulate the provision and consumption of the 
substance. In 15 Latin American countries with data, on average 5% of 
the population uses cannabis regularly. Cannabis use is significantly 
higher in Chile and Jamaica (15%), followed by Uruguay (9%) and 
Argentina (8%). The lowest consumption is found in Panama, Ecuador 
and Bolivia.  
 
Illegal Smuggling of Drugs 
Most of the world’s cocaine is produced in three South American 
countries - Bolivia, Peru, and Colombia. This creates a huge presence of 
organized crime, drug trafficking and money laundering throughout 
various regions. Ports in Chile, Argentina, and Uruguay have become 
heavily contested areas due to heavy checks being present at 



 

Colombian, Ecuadorian and Brazilian ports. In Peru, only about 10% of 
the coca plants grown are being used for traditional purposes, such as 
being chewed or made into tea. The remainder is being given to drug 
smugglers - a much more profitable direction for coca farmers.  
 
The growing drug trade has only fostered an unstable environment in 
Latin American countries. The lucrative nature of the drug trade 
created a massive organized crime system that overwhelmed 
governments, infecting them with corruption. The major drug 
trafficking organizations are Mexican and Colombian, and said to 
generate a total of $18 to $39 billion in wholesale drug proceeds per 
year. Mexican cartels are currently considered the "greatest organized 
crime threat" to neighboring countries. As a result of the concentration 
of drug trafficking, Latin America and the Caribbean has the world's 
highest crime rates, with murder reaching 32.6 per 100,000 of 
population in 2008. Latin America is most affected by the heavy 
streams of drug trafficking throughout the region, compared to drug 
use. 
 
 
 
Legalization of Drugs in Latin America 
Historically, drug policies in Latin American countries, especially Mexico 
and the Andean region (Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Peru, and Venezuela), had mainly focused on prohibition, militarization 
and disrupting streams of drug transit. However, over the last decade, 
Latin American countries have begun to assert control on a national 
and regional level.  
 
Uruguay 

Uruguay is one of a few countries that never criminalized the 
possession of drugs for personal use. Since 1974, the law establishes no 
quantity limits, leaving it to the judge's discretion to determine 
whether the intent was personal use. In June 2012, the Uruguayan 
government announced plans to legalize state-controlled sales of 



 

marijuana in order to fight drug-related crimes. The government also 
stated that they will ask global leaders to do the same. 

 

Brazil 

In 2002 and 2006, Brazil went through legislative changes, resulting in a 
partial decriminalization of possession for personal use. Prison 
sentences no longer applied and were replaced by educational 
measures and community services. However, the 2006 law does not 
provide objective means to distinguish between users or traffickers. A 
disparity exists between the decriminalization of drug use and the 
increased penalization of selling drugs, punishable with a maximum 
prison sentence of 5 years for the sale of very minor quantities of drugs. 
Most of those incarcerated for drug trafficking are offenders caught 
selling small quantities of drugs, among them drug users who sell 
drugs to finance their drug habits. 

 

Mexico 

In April 2009, the Mexican Congress approved changes in the General 
Health Law that decriminalized the possession of illegal drugs for 
immediate consumption and personal use, allowing a person to 
possess up to 5 g of marijuana or 500 mg of cocaine. The only 
restriction is that people in possession of drugs should not be within a 
300-meter radius of schools, police departments, or correctional 
facilities. Opium, heroin, LSD, and other synthetic drugs were also 
decriminalized; it will not be considered a crime as long as the dose 
does not exceed the limit established in the General Health Law. The 
law establishes very low amount thresholds and strictly defines 
personal dosage. For those arrested with more than the threshold 
allowed by the law this can result in heavy prison sentences, as they will 
be assumed to be small traffickers even if there are no other indications 
that the amount was meant for selling. 
  
 
 



 

International Involvement 
The severity of the situation in Latin America has presented the need 
for involvement and mediation from many international bodies. 
Recently, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime announced a 
strategy to combat the issue of drugs in Latin America.  
 
Ghada Waly, the head of the UNODC, presented that the organization’s 
regional headquarters would be located in Colombia, from where they 
would supervise and coordinate operations against drug trafficking and 
other crimes in the country, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador and 
Uruguay. Additionally, the UNODC passed multiple drug-related 
frameworks that actively combat this issue.  
 
 
 
Questions to Answer 

1. Action plan for Interpol to curb the illegal trade of illicit 
substances within and across the borders of Latin America. 

2. Health Care Mechanisms to control usage and sale of illicit 
substances 

3. Role of education with regards to the control and usage of drugs, 
with emphasis on the positive and negative effects of these 
substances. 
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